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The aim of this ‘workshop’ is to prepare students for the world of work in international organisations of all types. You will have one or two lessons a week: one with me, Kate Riley, and, when preparing for the debates and discussions, one lesson a week with Lesley Orme. There will be a total of 18-20 lessons with each teacher over the academic year. Each teacher will focus on developing different aspects of your professional English.

Lessons with Lesley Orme will focus on developing critical thinking skills, based on background reading and  listening. For the first semester the class will meet initially as a whole group to talk about a series of issues in preparation for a class debate. Closer to the first debate/simulation, students will meet with Dott.ssa Orme in groups as each group prepares different materials to then discuss/debate/negotiate in joint sessions. 

Lessons with me, Kate Riley, will have a multiple focus – both oral and written. Some of the lessons will focus specifically on improving your speaking skills, others on your writing skills. However, once you have done the first debate/discussion and produced the first major piece of writing, lessons with me will be more like workshop in style, providing general and detailed feedback on your work, analysing both the good and weak points in your work and working on specific areas which need attention. There will be only 4/5 writing tasks over the year, in the main, related to the debates and discussions. These tasks may include press releases, policy briefs, summary statements, executive summary of a country report, fliers, conference programmes etc

. 

The first topics to be discussed will be chosen together with the course teachers. It is hoped that students following the course will have some topics they are keen to debate in depth. Don’t worry how controversial they are, in fact the more controversial the better.

In former years, students have also worked on communication projects such as creating webpages, borchures and using social media. This kind of project would substitute one of the events. 

The main objective of the course during the second semester is to prepare an international event, which will then be “held” towards the end of the second semester. Again, I hope the theme of this event will be chosen by students. In preparation for the event students will be asked to prepare such things as schedules, write administrative and organisational emails, prepare a brochure/flier/webpage etc. Alternatively, the ‘final event’ can be a presentation of the products from the communication project.
There is no written or oral exam for this course as assessment will be based entirely on continuous assessment. However, as this course is focused in improving each student’s communication skills, the degree of improvement is as important as the absolute point of arrival. 

Information regarding assessment will be provided for each task.

