Extensive/intensive listening exercises

Freedom of speech and freedom from religious hatred

The radio – or perhaps I should say the BBC - has dedicated rather a lot of its airtime to the question of the cartoons published in the Danish newspapers and subsequently in other newspapers across Europe (Britain excluded – any comments on this would be appreciated in the forum). The question has been discussed from many standpoints, moral, political, religious. Below are the urls of a couple of programmes you might like to listen to. In the case of the shorter listening it is an extract from the Sunday morning programme ‘Broadacasting House’ and you will have to fastforward to 17 mins 22 secs. On the CD in the Mediateca there is just the extract.

Where people stand

What I would like you to do is to listen to as many of the debates as possible. Make a note of who is speaking and try to identify where the person stands on the issue, saying why you think so. In most cases this is straightforward, but not always. To help you do this I have listed who the speakers are in each programme.

Agreeing and disagreeing

As you are listening, please try to identify expressions which indicate whether the person speaking is in agreement with what has just been said or not. Again some of these are obvious and some are not.

Transcript

I haven’t had time this weekend to write the transcripts for the programmes but will try to do so before our next lesson.

Programmes

Broad casting House Transmitted Sunday 12 February (about 14 mins) - available for 7 days only – A historical discussion
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/news/bh/ 

Professor Akbar Ahmed, Chair of Islamic Studies at the American University in Washington, Doctor Rebecca Johnson from The Acronym Institute, calling for nuclear disarmament and Sir Malcom Rifkind, former Foreign Secretary.   Did they fear the current climate?

Reporting Religion Transmitted Saturday 11 February (about 29 mins) available for 7 days only

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/programmes/reporting_religion.shtml
This week Reporting Religion takes an in-depth look at the aftermath of the Danish cartoons depicting the Prophet Mohammed. The panellists include Irshad Manji, Fellow at Yale University and author of "the Trouble with Islam"; writer and academic Malise Ruthven and Adjmal Masroor an Imam and member of the Islamic Society of Britain.
Also taking part in the programme is the British philosopher Professor A. C. Grayling. 

Reporting Religion is presented by Trevor Barnes

If you’re fed up with discussing/hearing about the cartoons, another hot topic this week was Iran’s determination to go ahead with its nuclear programme. Here is a debate on this issue. Again listen out for not only opinions and positions but also the expressions and ways of expressing agreement disagreement.

Iran is intent on going nuclear 

The Moral Maze – First transmitted Wednesday 8 February (about 43 mins) - available for 7 days only - 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/religion/moralmaze.shtml 

This week's team:
Clifford Longley (journalist), Melanie Phillips (journalist), Michael Portillo (journalist, ex Secretary of State for Defence in the Major Government, Professor Steven Rose

