BELIEFS ABOUT LANGUAGE LEARNING

PART ONE

Read each of the following statements and decide if you: 1. strongly agree, 2. agree, 3 neither agree nor disagree, 4. disagree, 5. strongly disagree

1. It is easier for children than adults to learn a foreign language

2. Some people have a special ability for learning foreign languages.

3. Highly intelligent people are good language learners.
4. Some languages are easier to learn than others:



English is 
a) very difficult



b) difficult



c) a language of medium difficulty



d) an easy language



e) a very easy language

5. It is an advantage being a bilingual when learning another language

6. It is necessary to know about English speaking cultures in order to speak English well

7. It is important to have excellent pronunciation when speaking English

8. The most important part of learning a language is vocabulary

9. There is a right and a wrong way to learn a language

10. The most important factor affecting successful language learning is motivation.
11. It is important to repeat and practice a lot

12. Most mistakes learners make are due to interference from their L1.
13. It is easier to speak than understand a foreign language

14.  Learning a foreign language is different from learning other academic subjects.

15. Translation has no useful role to play in the language learning classroom. 

PART TWO

Answer the following questions

16. If someone spent one hour a day learning a language, how long would it take them to speak the language very well?

17. What kinds of activity are most profitable 
a) in the classroom

b) at home

18. Which activities are most difficult for the teacher?

19. Do you think it is worthwhile spending time on pronunciation during lessons?

20. Do you always understand why you are doing a certain exercise/activity in your coursebooks?

21. Do you always try to speak English during the lessons?

22. Do you do all the activities in your coursebook? If not, which ones do you skip?

23. How important do you think it is to correct formal mistakes of accuracy when learners are speaking?

24. Do you think the learners learn from their classmate’s mistakes?

25. Do you think it is preferable to explain grammar in Italian or in English? Or do you think that exaples of grammar in use are a better way of explaining grammatical ‘rules’ and ‘patterns’?

26. What particular strategies, if any, do you personally use to learn languages?

27. What particular strategies, if any, do you try to teach your students?

28. What for you is the most trying aspect of learning a language?

29. What for you is the most trying aspect of teaching a language?

30. Why did you/do you hope to become an English (language) teacher?

