Anthony Giddens Reith Lecrures 1999  TRADITION

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/reith1999/lecture3.shtml
PART 3: LISTENING COMPRHENSION

You will hear an extract from the text “Tradition” which is part of a series of lectures given in 1999 by Anthony Giddens. (From 15.10 to 20.17)

Complete the following sentences:

A world where modernisation is not 1 …………………. one geographical area, but makes itself felt globally, has a number of consequences for tradition. Tradition and science sometimes 2 …………….in odd and interesting ways. Consider, for instance, the much-discussed episode that happened in India in 1995, when 3……………in some Hindu shrines appeared to drink 4…………….. On the same day, several million people, not only in India but 5
………………..the world, tried to offer milk to a divine 6
……….. . Denis Vidal, an 7…………….. who has written about this phenomenon, remarks that I quote again: 'by manifesting themselves simultaneously in every country of the world inhabited by Indians, the Hindu deities may 8…………… in performing the first ever miracle in tune with an era haunted by the slogan of globalisation'. Just as interestingly, it was 9…………….felt - by believers as well as non-believers - that scientific experiments were needed to 10
…………the miracle. Science was enlisted in the service of faith.

For the following questions choose the best answer according to the text:
1.Today under the impact of globalisation:

a) there are societies across the world that are still completely traditional

b) some societies across the world –except in Western countries – are becoming more traditional

c) there are traditionalist societies across the world that are becoming less traditional

2.Today our society is:

a) living at the end of nature and after the end of tradition

b) unaffected by human intervention 

c) living without any tradition

3.What happened in India in 1995?

a) a divinity appeared to a group of believers in prayer

b) millions of people tried to offer milk to divine images after a vision of divinities drinking milk

c) every country in the world inhabited by Indians began to venerate milk

4. In the academic world:

a) everyone works without traditions

b) academic disciplines could easily work without having recourse to of traditions 

c) academic disciplines need traditions in order to have clear focuses and directions

5. The future of tradition will probably be:

a) its gradual disappearance

b) the impossibility to be effectively justified by most organisations, including governments; 

c) its preservation in a non-traditional way

The following statements are either true (T) or false (F). Circle the correct answer.

1) Only Western societies are becoming less traditional.



T
F

2) According to  Enlightenment thinkers, the end of tradition doesn’t mean its

 disappearance.








T
F







3) Because of the heritage industry, heritage is the expression of  “repackaged 

tradition”.









T
F
4) Traditions will continue to be sustained as long as they can effectively be justified 

in relation to other traditions.







T
F









5)Nowadays more people than ever before are regularly in contact with others 

having different religious beliefs






T
F

PART 4. LANGUAGE BASED EXERCISES

Complete the text below with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.
The British 1…………….[set] up an archaeological survey in the 1860s to identify the great monuments of India and to preserve Indian 'heritage'.  2……………[believe] local arts and crafts to be in decline, they 3
……………..[collect] together artefacts to put in museums. Before 1860, for example, Indian soldiers and the British both 4…………….[wear] Western-style uniforms. But in the eyes of the British, Indians 5 …………………[have] to look like Indians. The dress uniforms 6
……………….[be] modified to include turbans, sashes and tunics regarded as 'authentic'. Some of the traditions they 7
………………[invent], or half ………………..[invent], continue on in the country today, although of course others 8…………….[be] later rejected. 

Tradition and custom - these 9……………..[be] the stuff of most people's lives for most of human history. Yet it 10……………….[be] remarkable how little interest scholars and thinkers tend to show in them. There 11……………….[be] endless discussions of modernisation and what it means to be modern, but few indeed about tradition. When I 12…………………[research] for this lecture, I 13…………….[come] across dozens of academic books in English with 'modernity' in the title. Indeed, I 14………………[write] a few myself - but I could only 15………………[discover] a couple of books specifically about tradition.

In the following part of the text there are 10 mistakes regarding articles: in some sentences there are one or more wrong extra articles, in others there are missing articles. Find the mistakes.
As tradition changes its role, however, new dynamics are introduced into our lives. These can be summarised as push and pull between the autonomy of action and compulsiveness on the one hand, and between cosmopolitanism and fundamentalism on other. Where the tradition has retreated, we are forced to live in a more open and reflective way. Autonomy and freedom can replace the hidden power of tradition with a more open discussion and dialogue. But these freedoms bring other problems in their wake. Society living on the other side of nature and tradition - as nearly all the Western countries now do - is one that calls for decision-making, in the everyday life as elsewhere. The dark side of decision-making is rise of addictions and compulsions. Something really intriguing, but also disturbing, is going on here. It is mostly confined to the developed countries, but is becoming seen among a more middle class groups elsewhere too.

