VERB PRACTICE 3 - KEY

The Wiki Way

The guardians of the largest information resource on earth (1) GATHERED

(gather) in Frankfurt earlier this month for the first international “Wikimania” conference. Among the ‘missionaries’ is Theo Clarke, a 47-year-old management consultant from Ipswich. As his computer (2) PROVIDED/WAS PROVIDING (provide) updates of the second cricket Test Match between England and Australia he (3) DECLARED (declare) that Wikipedia 

(4) HAD/HAS FOUND (find) an answer to the world’s insatiable search for knowledge. “There’s no point running a quiz now, as Wikepedia (5) HAS (have) all the answers. It’s everything we’ll ever need (6) TO KNOW (know).” Says Clarke.

In less than 5 years Wikipedia (7) HAS BECOME (become) one of the web’s greatest success stories. The online encyclopedia and its sister projects, including Wikiquote, 

(8) RECEIVE (receive) 60 million hits a day and have more than 2.2 million entries in 120 languages. Wiki, from the Hawaiian ‘wiki wiki’ meaning ‘quick and informal’, (9) HAS OPENED (open) the library doors to everyone. Anyone with a computer (10) CAN (can) change or delete any of the 660,000 entries on the English Wikipedia site or add one of the 1,250 new entries each day.

The Wikipedia sites (11) REPRESENT (represent) the ideals of the internet – those dreams of free, accessible information and global conversation. But recently, the Wiki sites 

(12) HAVE ALSO BECOME (also become) a target for vandals and detractors, some of whom (13) HAVE BEEN BANNED/ARE BANNED (ban) from contributing.

In April, as white smoke (14) WAS STILL COMING (still come) from the roof of the Vatican an anonymous user of the English Wikipedia (15) REPLACED (replace) the image of Pop Benedict XVI with one of the evil emperor from Star Wars. Luckily it 

(16) WAS SEEN (see) almost immediately by one of Wikipedia’s administrators who (17) RESTORED (restore) the original image. If it 

(18) HAD NOT BEEN NOTICED (not notice), the evil emperor’s black, pointy teeth and prune face would have shocked even the most dedicated Catholic. But Jimmy Wales, who 

(19) CO-FOUNDED (co-found) Wikipedia in 2001, (20) INSISTS/INSISTED (insist) that such disturbances (21) DOES NOT SHAKE/HAS NOT SHAKEN/DID NOT SHAKE (not shake) his faith in Wikipedia or its aims. 

This incident, however, has made him (22) CONSIDER (consider) introducing restrictions, for example freezing certain entries once they (23) HAVE BEEN CHECKED (check). 

Many members of Wikipedia’s core community of contributors and administrators 

(24) VOLUNTEER (volunteer) more than 30 hours a week correcting entries. They have the power (25) TO DELETE (delete) entries and work around the clock to ensure things such as anti-Semitism or vandalism (26) DO NOT APPEAR (not appear) on any Wiki site.

If the millions of Wikipedia users (27) LOOKED LIKE (look like) Wikipedia’s administrators and contributors we (28) WOULD ALL HAVE (all have) glasses and a bushy beard (at least the men) and wear shabby clothes, in short, the classic geek.

A typical ‘Wikimaniac’ is Andreas Praefcke, 31, a bookseller from Germany, who for the last 14 months (29) HAS USED/HAS BEEN USING (use) Wikipedia for up to six hours a day “I have stopped (30) WATCHING (watch) TV so the important news I get from the ‘What’s New’ button on the Wikipedia site”, he says.

Leon Weber, 14, (31) WAS NOMINATED (nominate) the youngest of Wikipedia’s administrators this year after spending several months correcting entries on the German site. “Wikipedia is so easy to use. It (32) HELPS/HAS HELPED (help) me enormously with my school assignments.”

Wales (33) IS NOW SIMPLIFYING/HAS NOW SIMPLIFIED (now simplify) the Wiki software to encourage a broader range of contributors (i.e. not only geeks). 

The Wikipedia world order (34) DEPENDS (depend) on the concept that continual correction  will produce perfection. Wales hopes that the dedication of administrators such as Weber – who has a simple approach to fact checking – (35) WILL SOON ENSURE (soon ensure) most entries are reliable.

