Yes Minister - The Greasy Pole

WORKSHEET

Available to download at: http://people.lett.unitn.it/riley/Word%20and%20sound%20Files/Yes%20Minister%20worksheet.do or go to http://people.lett.unitn.it/riley/materials.htm and click on the worksheet for DVD1

Characters: The Minister, Jim Hacker Hacker. (Paul Eddington)

Permanent Secretary (Civil Servant) Sir Humphrey Appleby/( Nigel Hawthorne)

Minister’s PPS Bernard Woolley (Dereck Fowlds)

Sir Wally ??? chairman of the British Chemical Corporation

Joan Little, MP for Liverpool Southwest

Extract 1

Listen for synonyms (iin order of play) for the following words/expressions.

To assume


factory



to dismiss/make redundant



to approve 


negotiate with


corrupt





How does Sir Wally describe politicians? (3 adjectives + 1 noun)

Explain the following expressions:

· We’d have all gone down the tube ten years ago

· It has been given a clean bill of health

· I hope you won’t take amiss

Extract 2

Listen for the compounds which are synonyms (in order of play) for the following words/expressions: 

in bad shape = run………………

unprofitable = loss-……………………….

Complete the following saying: ‘It’s an ill wind…………………………………’

What is the equivalent Italian saying?

What collocate is used with ‘safe’ to mean completely/totally?

How does the Minister ask his permanent secretary if something is correct?

Extract 3 

Listen out for two expressions in this extract which mean ‘hear unofficial reports/gossip’

Identify synonyms for/expressions which mean:

Fear





agree





What common collocates are used to qualify:

…………………………………….. investigated (completely)


……………………………………… plain (completely)

…………………………………… language (non-technical/not expert)

…………………………………….. speaking (generally)



What is Bernard’s joke based on?

What do the following words mean and who/what do they refer to?

Cranky


majority


marginal

Listen out for words which mean:

Interrupt

tremendous/awesome


optimistic

Extract 4


Explain:

It’s all very well.

But suppose this report…


wait-and-see report

we’ve cocked up

you hint at 




more time to play with

press leaks


go through it with a fine toothcomb

harbouring a grudge

publicity seeker

knighthood

chair


vice-chancellorship

what words are collocated with:

a row has ………………………
 
protesters ………………………. their opposition 

…………………………. a baby

report was ……………….. published

Find synonyms for:

erroneous/foolish

will no longer be in the news


defy/go against

What phrase indicates you are not in agreement with what has just been said?

