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Prelistening activity

Read the text and try and complete the gaps with an appropriate word. Dotted lines are for content words the shorter lines are for adverbial particles (the second element of a phrasal verb).

When you have completed the text, listen to the beginning of the lecture and check your answers.

July 1998 was possibly the hottest month in world history. 1998 as a whole may have been the hottest year. Heat waves ……………………………. havoc in many areas of the northern hemisphere. In Eilat, in Israel, for example, temperatures ……………………………. to almost 50 degrees Centigrade, while water ……………………………. in the country went _______ by 40%. Texas, in the United States, ……………………………. temperatures not far short of this. For the first eight months of the year, each month ……………………………. the record for that month. A short while later, however, in some of the areas affected by the heat waves, snow fell in places that had never seen it before.

Are temperature ……………………………. like this the result of human interference with the world's climate? We can't be sure, but we have to admit the possibility they might be, together with the ……………………………. numbers of hurricanes, typhoons and storms that have been noted in recent years. As a consequence of global industrial development, we may have ……………………………. the world's climate, and damaged a great deal more of our earthly habitat besides. We don't know what further ……………………………. will result, or the dangers they will bring in their train.

The theme of my lecture today is risk. I hope to persuade you that this apparently simple ……………………………. unlocks some of the most basic ……………………………. of the world in which we now live.

At first sight, the concept of risk might seem to have no specific relevance to our times, as compared to previous ages. After all, haven't people always had to face their ……………………………. share of risks? Life for the majority in the European Middle Ages was nasty, brutish and short - as it is for many in poorer ……………………………. of the world now. 

But here we come _______ something really interesting. Apart from some marginal contexts, in the Middle Ages there was no …………………………….of risk. Nor, so far as I have been able to find _______, was there in most other traditional cultures. The idea of risk appears to have taken ……………………………. in the 16th and 17th centuries, and was first coined by Western explorers as they set _______ on their ……………………………. across the world. The word 'risk' seems to have come into English through Spanish or Portuguese, where it was used to refer to sailing into uncharted waters. Originally, in other words, it had an orientation to space. Later, it became transferred to time, as used in banking and investment - to mean calculation of the probable consequences of investment decisions for borrowers and lenders. It subsequently came to refer to a wide ……………………………. of other situations of uncertainty. 

The notion of risk, I should point _______, is inseparable from the ideas of probability and uncertainty. A person can't be said to be ……………………………. a risk where an outcome is 100% certain.

There is an old joke that ……………………………. this point rather neatly. A man jumps from the top of a hundred-story skyscraper. As he passed each floor, on his way down, the people inside hear him saying: 'so far so good', 'so far so good', 'so far so good', … He acts as though he is ……………………………. a risk calculation, but the outcome is in fact determined. Traditional cultures didn't have a ……………………………. of risk because they didn't need one. Risk isn't the same as hazard or danger. Risk refers to hazards that are actively assessed in ……………………………. to future possibilities. It only comes into wide usage in a society that is future-oriented - which sees the future precisely as a ……………………………. to be conquered or colonised. Risk presumes a society that actively tries to break _______ from its past - the prime characteristic indeed of modern industrial civilisation. 

Modality

Look at the words written in bold. Can any of them be replaced with another word/other words without changing the meaning of the phrase? 

