Read the following text about Bill Gates and fill in the gaps with the correct form of the verb in brackets.

WINDOWS OF OPPORTUNITIES

William (Bill) H. Gates Jnr (1)  ___________________ (be) chairman and chief software architect of Microsoft Corporation, the world’s leading software corporation, which for the fiscal year ending June 2003 (2) ___________________ (have) revenues of US$ 32.19 billion and which at present (3) ___________________ (employ) more than 55,000 people in 85 countries and regions.

Gates (4)  ___________________  (be born) on October 28 1955. He (5) ___________________ (grow up) with his two sisters in Seattle where his father still (6) ___________________ (work) as an attorney. Their mother, who (7) ___________________ (die) in 1994, (8) ___________________ (be) a schoolteacher. Gates (9) ___________________ (go) to a public elementary school and the private Lakeside School. It was while Gates (10) ___________________ (attend) Lakeside that he (11) ___________________ (fall) in love with computers. He (12) ___________________ (begin) programming computers when he (13) ___________________(be) 13 and he and his best friend, Paul Allen,  (14) ___________________ (found) the Lakeside Programming Group in 1971.

In 1973, Gates (15) ___________________ (enter) Harvard University as a freshman where he (16) ___________________ (meet) Steve Ballmer, now Microsoft's chief executive officer. Gates (17) ___________________ (leave) Harvard before (18) ___________________ (graduate) to devote his energies to Micro Soft (later Microsoft), the software company he (19) ___________________ (begin) the previous year with his childhood friend Paul Allen. At that time computers were used only by large corporations and government organisations, Gates believed that the personal computer (20) ___________________ (become) a valuable tool on every office desktop and in every home and these machines (22) ___________________ (need) suitable software. 

Gates' foresight and his vision for personal computing (23) ___________________ (always be) central to the success of Microsoft. Today more than ever Microsoft's mission (24) ___________________ (be) to continually advance and improve software technology, and to make it easier, more cost-effective and more enjoyable for people to use computers. The company is committed to a long-term view and this year alone (25) ___________________ (invest) more than $6.8 billion on research and development. Next year this figure (26) ___________________   (probably increase) to over $8 billion.

In 1999, Gates (27) ___________________ (write) Business @ the Speed of Thought, a book that (28) ___________________ (show) how computer technology can (29) ___________________ (solve) business problems in fundamentally new ways. The book, which is still selling well, (30) ___________________ (translate) into 25 languages and (31) ___________________ (sell) in more than 60 countries. Gates (32) ___________________ (donate) his earnings from this and his previous best-seller, The Road Ahead, to non-profit organizations that support the use of technology in education and skills development. In fact, philanthropy is extremely important to Gates. In January 2000, he and his wife, Melinda, (33) ___________________ (set up) a foundation to support philanthropic initiatives in the areas of global health and learning. Since its creation the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (34) ___________________ (give) more than $1 billion to projects focused on the prevention and control of infectious diseases. The foundation’s Global Health Program (35) ___________________ (focus) on reducing global health inequities. It (36) ___________________ (finance) sustainable health interventions that hopefully, in the short term, (37) ___________________ (save) lives and in the long term (38) ___________________ (reduce) the health care budget in developing countries thus improving the economy. The Gates take a personal interest in the work of the foundation, in January 2004 Melinda visited Kolkata in India (38) ___________________ (look at) one of the programs the foundation is financing. In June, she and Bill (39) ___________________ (go back) to Africa to visit some of their other programs.

The Foundation also promotes learning opportunities. In 1999, the Gates Millennium Scholars program (40) ___________________ (establish) to provide outstanding African American, American Indian, Alaska Natives, Asian Pacific Islander Americans, and Hispanic American students with an opportunity to complete a college education. A typical student (41) ___________________ (come) from a low-income minority background and (42) ___________________ (have) tremendous academic promise but (43) ___________________ (not can) afford a college education. Nicolas Carrasco is a graduate student the program (44) ___________________ (sponsor) at present. When he moved to the US from the Dominican Republic, Nicolas (45) ___________________ (not can) speak English and he (46) ___________________ (live) in an area overrun with crime and drugs. Nicolas (47) ___________________ (have to) work in a metal factory by day to help his family and attended night school. He later graduated from Brooklyn College with a biology degree. Today, Nicolas (48) ___________________ (carry out) research using x-ray crystallography. He hopes that one day his work (49) ___________________ (help) people by improving the effectiveness of their medications.

Gates and his wife believe in investing in the future and do not intend stopping here. Even though the foundation now has an endowment of $27 billion, they (50) ___________________ (continue) investing more time, money and effort than ever before in order to improve equity in global health and learning.

(adapted from the Microsoft and Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation websites)

