Task 11
Student-led Seminars
From 9th  March onwards you will be taking it in turns to lead a seminar. You have organised yourselves into groups of 2 or 3 for this purpose and the schedule of the seminars can be found in the Info section of the webpage.

Your seminar should be on a topic that is related to the degree course in some way – so should have either an international or European aspect – and should include some specialised language from at least one of the core discipline areas.

Try to choose a topic that all members of the group are interested in, so at least 2/3 people in the room are eager to discuss the topic! The seminar consists in three parts:

Part 1 – a 15/20 minute presentation (depending on how many people are in the group – two people 15 minutes, three people 20 minutes). 

Part 2 – a question and answer discussion session where the audience ask the seminar leaders questions about the topic (30 minutes).

Part 3 – a review of the seminar where the audience provides a critique of the presentation (5 minutes). 
Each group (seminar leaders) should prepare at least three discussion questions on a final slide (if there is a Powerpoint/Prezi presentation) which are to be used during the Q&A session IF the audience don’t have any questions of their own. These questions should promote discussion. The Q&A session will ideally take the form of a discussion of the issues and therefore audience participation is essential. Ideally all seminar leaders will be leading the discussion – not leaving the answering of questions to only one participant.
Preparation – Seminar Leaders
One week prior to the date of your group’s seminar, you should send ONE academic/journal article, or links to webpages/audio/video files to me and post these to your class facebook page (or whatever group sharing site you use). If you prefer, I can also forward the message/materials/links to the whole class by email..

The info in this prep material should NOT be repeated in the presentation. It is background reading for the seminar participants (not leaders) to prepare for the seminar.
Preparation - Participants
You should read/listen to the background materials provided by the seminar leaders and come prepared to ask questions and participate in the discussion. Your participation in these seminars is important. You can only develop your discussion skills by talking.

These discussions also provide me with input to understand where your weaknesses lie and to provide you with feedback to help you improve. I cannot do this if you do not participate in the discussions.

Assessment

For the presentation part of the Seminar, the seminar leaders will be assessed according to the assessment framework we developed together for the 3-minute presentations.

For the discussion part of the seminar, there will be a separate assessment, as this is a different kind of speaking activity.

The Criteria for this part are - 

To achieve a good mark out of 6 seminar leaderss should demonstrate:

Task Achievement: are able to conduct the session effectively,  have good control of topic knowledge, a fair and balanced distribution of answering questions among group members, 

Coherence: provide a good degree of relevance in answers (to the point), are able to answer succinctly, 
Lexis: same criteria as for the written work
UoE/Grammar: same criteria as for written work
Style & Register: the appropriate register for oral interaction with peers, all language forms, from lexis to grammar, from fillers to conventions should be appropriate in register and style
Delivery: clear pronunciation, good intonation, appropriate use of emphasis.

