Task 5 a)
Abstract
You are applying (again!!) for a place on the highly competitive Master's Degree in European and International Studies at the SIS of Trento. The Admissions requirements include providing the Admissions Panel with a current CV, a letter of motivation and the abstract of your final dissertation (Bachelor's Degree) in English. You will be writing the CV and motivation letter for a Task later in the year. In the meantime, send your abstract to me, Chair of the Admissions Board, as an attachment with a covering email. All emails should arrive by 09.00 Wednesday 25th  November. Your abstracts should be a maximum of 300 words (some of the examples below are much shorter).

Timing on this Task is very important, please be sure to respect the deadlines.
Here is an abstract related to the topic of Task 4 

A ‘post-aid world’? Paradigm shift in foreign aid and development cooperation at the 2011 Busan High Level Forum 
EMMA MAWDSLEY*, LAURA SAVAGE† AND SUNG-MI KIM* *Department of Geography, University of Cambridge, Cambridge CB2 3EN 
E-mail: eem10@cam.ac.uk
†Department of Politics and International Studies, University of Cambridge, Cambridge 
In this paper we suggest that 2011–2012 may mark a paradigm shift in dominant constructions of ‘foreign aid’ and a substantive shift of power within the architecture of global development governance. We evaluate critically the emergence and central principles of the ‘aid effectiveness paradigm’ over the last 10–15 years, and the various internal and external pressures that have mounted around it. We then discuss the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, a global conference which was held in Busan, South Korea in 2011, which we suggest can be seen as a pivot point in the emergence of a new ‘development effectiveness’ paradigm. Among other things, this elevates the role of the private sector and re-centres economic growth and enhanced productivity to the core of mainstream ‘development’ thinking. At the same time, the emerging aid architecture aims to enrol more fully the ‘(re-)emerging’ donors and development partners, and is likely to involve more differentiated commitments to global aid targets and renegotiated ‘norms’. This paper provides a commentary on the debates, omissions and achievements of the Busan High Level Forum, with the wider aim of providing critical insights into the current state of flux around foreign aid norms, institutions and governance. 
KEY WORDS: foreign aid, development, aid effectiveness, development effectiveness, global governance, Busan, South–South cooperation 
Here are more examples of abstracts from topics related to your degree course: 

Democratic Governance Beyond the Nation-State: 

The EU and Other International Institutions 

MICHAEL ZÜRN 
Institute for Intercultural and International Studies (InIIS), University of Bremen 
International institutions not only increase system effectiveness or output legitimacy, but are also a normatively plausible response to the problems for democracy that are caused by globalization. In this way, international institutions also increase input legitimacy. It is therefore a false approach to pin down the problem of democracy beyond the nation-state as a choice between `effective problem-solving through international institutions' and `democratic political processes'. At the same time, it is indisputable that the actual functioning of these international institutions does not meet democratic standards. By correctly pointing to the deficits of current international institutions, sceptics too quickly conclude that most deficits in the working of international institutions cannot be remedied. The sceptical argument is founded on two more or less explicit background hypotheses that can be empirically challenged. The first background hypothesis states that a demos cannot exist at the transnational level. I will modify this statement in theoretical terms and offer some conceptual distinctions that may prepare the ground for further empirical investigation. The second background hypothesis of the sceptics postulates a zero-sum relationship between national sovereignty and supranationality. I will put forward some concrete institutional proposals that undermine the zero-sum logic of the sceptics, concluding that in a denationalized society, democratic legitimacy can only be achieved by a mixed constitution comprising majority procedures and negotiation mechanisms. 
Key Words: democracy • demos • EU • globalization/denationalization • international institutions 

European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 6, No. 2, 183-221 (2000)
DOI: 10.1177/1354066100006002002

Transnational Networks and Global Environmental Governance: The Cities for Climate Protection Program

Michele M. Betsill 1 Harriet Bulkeley 2 
  1 Colorado State University 
  2 University of Durham 
  Author's note: An earlier version of this article was presented at the 2002 Berlin Conference on the Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change. We thank participants, Pauline Mcguirk, and three anonymous reviewers for their helpful comments. 

Copyright © 2004 International Studies Association.

ABSTRACT

The past decade has witnessed a growing interest among scholars of international relations, and global environmental governance in particular, in the role of transnational networks within the international arena. While the existence and potential significance of such networks has been documented, many questions concerning the nature of governance conducted by such networks and their impact remain. We contribute to these debates by examining how such networks are created and maintained and the extent to which they can foster policy learning and change. We focus on the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) program, a network of some 550 local governments concerned with promoting local initiatives for the mitigation of climate change. It is frequently asserted that the importance of such networks lies in their ability to exchange knowledge and information, and to forge norms about the nature and terms of particular issues. However, we find that those local governments most effectively engaged with the network are mobilized more by the financial and political resources it offers, and the legitimacy conferred to particular norms about climate protection, than by access to information. Moreover, processes of policy learning within the CCP program take place in discursive struggles as different actors seek legitimacy for their interpretations of what local climate protection policies should mean. In conclusion, we reflect upon the implications of these findings for understanding the role of transnational networks in global environmental governance.

What's So European About the European Union? 

Legitimacy Between Institution and Identity 

J. Peter Burgess 
VOLDA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, OSLO (PRIO), NORWAY peter@prio.no 
This article explores the tension between an understanding of Europe as purveyor of a certain kind of cultural, spiritual or religious identity and the more or less bureaucratic project of European construction undertaken in its name. The central axis of this tension is the theoretical relationship between identity and legitimacy. The classical modern problem of nation-state building involves integrating the legitimating force of collective identity into the institutions of the state. How does the project of European construction respond to an analogous challenge? This article develops this theoretical question by turning to two canonical positions concerning the relation between institutional legitimacy and its cultural, spiritual or religious under-pinnings - Montesquieu and Weber. It then returns to the founding documents of the EU in order to interrogate the legitimacy of the EU in light of the concept of European identity. 
Key Words: culture • democracy • European Union • identity • legitimacy 

European Journal of Social Theory, Vol. 5, No. 4, 467-481 (2002)
DOI: 10.1177/136843102760513866

The Impact of European Integration on Private Law: Reductionist Perceptions, True Conflicts and a New Constitutional Perspective

Christian Joerges 
Centre for European Law and Politics, Bremen and European University Institute, Florence 
KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

If private law is defined simply as a matter of core areas such as substantive contract, torts, property or family law, it may be doubted whether European law has significantly affected national private law systems; or conversely, whether national private law is relevant to European integration. However, this paper argues that such conclusions are misleading: while there have been very few European interventions into the core areas of civil codes or the common law, the integration process has impacted forcefully upon deeper structures of national legal systems. Challenging the institutional embeddedness of national private law, European primary and regulatory law has remodelled (public) concepts of private autonomy, the realm of private governance and the social responsibility of private actors. How then to present and evaluate this indirect impact? Drawing upon concrete examples, this paper seeks first to understand this European challenge to the interdependence of national private law, borrowing from political science's analytical tool of multi-level governance to highlight the complex interrelations between European rights and regulatory law and national private law; and secondly attempts actively to assess the legitimacy of the impact of integration upon private law with the aid of the explicitly normative theory of deliberative supranationalism. However, precisely because Europe remains in a state of flux, and dependent upon contingent political processes, no final conclusions are drawn: as is the case with so many areas subject to integrationist logic, the contours of the 'new European private law' cannot be laid down in advance, and are instead a long and weary matter of cooperation and fine-tuning between national and European judiciaries. 

European Law Journal Volume 3 issue 4pages 378–406, December 1997

During class on Monday 16th November, we discussed the different elements/parts/moves of an abstract, both essential and optional. These are listed in table form below and you should refer to it to check you cover at least the essentials. 
As we saw in class and as you can see from the examples above, there are different kinds of abstracts (descriptive or informative) and different formats, depending on the kind of dissertation/article/paper. Moreover, different disciplines and sub-disciplines adopt different formats. You should take this into account when writing your own abstract. I suggest you use Google Scholar to find abstracts on topics similar to your own dissertation to ensure you adopt the appropriate format.

For further instructions on how to write a dissertation/thesis abstract see one of these (most universities in the English speaking world have guides – these are just two examples):

http://dissertation.laerd.com/useful-phrases-when-writing-a-dissertation-abstract.php
https://www.uq.edu.au/student-services/phdwriting/phlink08.html
If you did not write a final dissertation, write the abstract for a paper/project you wrote during your undergraduate studies.

PLEASE remember to follow the correct procedure for submitting work. DOUBLE LINE SPACING, YOUR NAME BOTH IN THE FILE NAME AND IN THE FILE ITSELF.
	ELEMENTS/PARTS/MOVES OF AN ABSTRACT

	Essential
	Optional

	COMPONENTS/ELEMENTS/STAGES

	Title
	Affiliation

	Author
	Data

	Background/topic/issue (What)
	Previous studies/references

	Importance/significance of issue (Why)
	Findings

	Methodology/procedure/analysis (How)
	Conclusion

	
	Comment (significance of findings)

	
	Recommendation/proposal

	
	

	STYLE, ORGANISATION OF INFO, MECHANICS 

	Clarity
	

	Concision 
	Correct referencing

	Coherence/Logical progression
	

	Cohesion
	

	
	

	
	


Task 5b)

Peer evaluation

You should send your abstract to the three names immediately below yours on the class register (see below) by Wednesday 25th November.

You will receive three abstracts. Using the table below, identify the good and weak points (if there are any) of each abstract. Please fill in the first two lines – I need to know which abstract you are evaluating – and the last line (overal evaluation. For the other lines, provide a comment where you feel the abstract is particularly strong or weak and obviously, for the non-essential elements, if present. 
	EVALUATION TABLE

	Essential
	

	Title
	

	Author
	

	Background/topic/issue (What)
	

	Importance/significance of issue (Why)
	

	Methodology/procedure/analysis (How)
	

	
	

	Optional
	

	Affiliation
	

	Data
	

	Previous studies/references
	

	Findings
	

	Conclusion
	

	Comment (significance of findings)
	

	Recommendation/proposal
	

	
	

	STYLE, ORGANISATION OF INFO, MECHANICS 

	Clarity
	

	Concision (no wordiness)
	

	Coherence (logical progression)
	

	Cohesion (transitions)
	

	Correct referencing
	

	
	

	GENERAL

	Abstract stands alone
	

	Purpose clear
	

	Overall impact/evaluation
	


NB. You are NOT correcting the language in the abstracts but rather the organisation/structure, clarity and overal effectiveness. 

Please send me your three tables of comments by Friday 27th November AND send the comments back to the individual authors. 
When you have received the feedback from your peers, if necessary you should revise your abstract and send the new version to me by 9.00 Monday 30th November. If you do not (need to) make any revisions, please send an email telling me so, otheriwse I might waste time trying to find it.
	Send your abstract to the three people below you in this list. Luisa, Milana and Claudia should obviously go back to the top of the list…

	ARNABOLDI SAMUELE
	GIANNELLI DAVIDE

	BALDUINI EUGENIO
	GINI GIOVANNA ANTONELLA

	BIZZOTTO MATTEO
	LO MENZO ILARIA 

	CABRAS STEFANO
	MASOTTO CHIARA

	CASONATO LAURA
	MILLOIR CAMILLE 

	CATASTA ELISA
	PANZOLATO MARTINA

	CEGLARSKI LUCILE 
	PEDRAZZOLI SILVIA

	CHIRIAC MIHAELA-AMELIA
	PENTRELLI SIMONE KEVIN

	CUEL ALESSIO
	PERALI SILVIA

	CUTRONA FLORA DEL CARMEN
	SEGATI VANESSA

	D'ANGELO MASSIMO
	SENIGA MARVIN

	D'APICE CLELIA
	TOLUSSO LUISA

	DEL NOBLETTO CLAUDIO
	TRUCL MILANA

	FERSINI GIUSEPPE
	ZUGNO CLAUDIA

	GIALDINI CECILIA
	

	
	


