Task 7
Balloon Debate – Persuasive speaking

Monday 14 December 2015
This has now become a SIS tradition. I started doing this a few years ago and have found it an enjoyable and productive way of ending the semester. Not least it gives me an opportunity to hear you all speak, if for only 2 minutes, in a semi-informal way. Secondly, for once you are allowed to use your imaginations and are completely free to  be as lighthearted or as serious as you wish. Here are the instructions. Please note that this task forms part of the continuous assessment. I will also be recording you (audio only) and you can have the audio file to listen to yourself.
As the class is so large, can you please come punctually at 11.00, or we won’t have time to hear everyone.
Situation
The School of International Studies is sending a hot-air balloon full of very very important people to attend an International Symposium on the Meaning of Life hosted by the Council of Europe in Brussels. Unfortunately as the balloon approaches Davos, Switzerland, the Balloon begins to lose height. In order not to lose the whole cargo of personages one person on board has to be thrown out. 

Each student will take on the role of an “important” person of their choice. This person can be real or invented, alive or dead. You will speak for 2-3 minutes (depending on how many students are present) to convince the rest of the passengers that you should not be thrown out of the balloon. I will use a timer, so you cannot speak more than the allotted time. You will take note of what each of the other passengers say, perhaps giving them a mark. 
If there is time, there will be a second round in which you can either make a further point to make your own case stronger OR offer a refutation against one of the other passengers (saying why their argument is weak).

At the end of the round(s) you will all vote on which person presented the least convincing argument for not being thrown out and he/she will summarily be ejected! In the case of a draw, the class teacher will cast the deciding vote.

Usually, in a Balloon debate people are ejected one by one after a series of rounds until one person is left – we will obviously not have time for this. Nonetheless, please come prepared with a PERSUASUVE SPEECH to convince your fellow fballoonists you should NOT be thrown out.

For further details about balloon debates go to:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lb8MgU4xIxIdW-xKoQVTkmM3Lfu3NWiX9xsnT57_VE4/edit 
Just to let you know you are in good company the American Bar Association had a Balloon Debate in October of last year – they were discussing the best method of Dispute Resolution during their Annual conference! And many Universities in the UK organize Balloon Debates on various topics. The LSE organised one in 2005 with Professors speaking on behalf of the 20th Century ‘Greats’ http://www2.lse.ac.uk/humanRights/events/International_HR_day_2005.aspx
If for any reason you are unable to come to class on Monday 14 December, please send your 2-minute defence to me as an MP3 file by Sunday 13 December (or earlier if possible) and I will play it in class. Obviously, your recorded talk will be assessed with different criteria to those used for the ‘live’ version in class.
I look forward to seeing you all in class on Monday 30th.

