Task 4 – Alexandra Chupina – Page 1 / 2

Task 4
Review of Prof. Joseph S. Nye’s Lecture The Future of Power
Name:

Alexandra Chupina



Date: 10/11/2011

In the lecture given at the RSA
 on 10 May, 2011 Professor Joseph S. Nye, Jr, one of the founders of neoliberal international relations theory, focused on the major power shifts in the modern world. To present his ideas on this issue, Prof. Nye introduced two key terms – “power transition” and “power diffusion”. The former is used to define the power shift from a set of Western States to a set of Eastern States and the latter means the power shift from States, irrespective of their geopolitical situation, to non-State actors.
The 21st century, indeed, is marked by the economic recovery of Asia. We are witnessing the Chinese rise and the US decline. Prof. Nye, as a neo-liberal thinker, argued that these changes are not absolute, but relevant. He claimed that in terms of military capability, competitiveness of the national economy and soft power China is still far behind the USA, although the gap is narrowing. At this point we could ask Prof. Nye why he is so sure about power transition from West to East if he argued that he could not see China (neither Korea, India, or any other State) overpassing the USA. Moreover, the “set of Western States” was limited by Prof. Nye only to the US since he did not mention any other players on the Western side. At the same time we welcome his call for avoiding policies of fear of allegedly arising powers as it is true that they could lead to disaster.
The second point argued by Prof. Nye – power diffusion – is even more debatable. According to the lecturer, governments now have to share power with non-governmental actors, mainly due to the current information revolution which led to a decrease in costs of using technology. Today everyone can make a free call on skype or create a group on facebook. Prof. Nye claimed that such changes resulted in emergence of new politics. We can agree with him, but only to some extent. We assert that governments are still the most powerful players in the international arena as they are the ones who elaborate and impose rules for other actors. Although the information revolution empowerred non-State actors, as Prof. Nye supposed, we believe that governments have at their disposal far more advanced technology.

Analysing power diffusion, Prof. Nye discussed also a new kind of power – cyber power. He claimed that nowadays this power gains more and more strength. However, Joseph Nye tends to see non-governmental actors behind this power while some scholars are convinced that the most serious cyber threat today comes from nation-states, such as Russia and China.
 Unfortunately, in the analysis of the current Chinese power the lecturer had not taken into consideration this aspect.
Prof. Nye came to the conclusion that there is a great need for cooperation on the challenges of the 21st century, and this is beyond any doubt. He claimed that power has several dimensions – military (with the US dominance), economic (with multipolarity) and transnational (with haotic power diffusion). We support his idea that nowadays instead of “power over others” the actors should choose more often “power with others”. However, the role of Europe should not be undervalued – the world is not divided just between the US and the Asian States, as it may appear from the lecture. We strongly believe that all poles of the international community, including the European Union, should cooperate in order to cope with the new challenges.
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