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Over the last centuries there have been major power shifts on the stage of international relations, mostly between sate-actors. But the future is holding some surprises, according to Professor Joseph Nye, a leading American policy intellectual. In a keynote lecture given at the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (RSA), Professor Nye introduced his latest book “The Future of Power” and addressed upon the future role of the United States of America in world politics.

Two major phenomena have shaped the history of international relations, and will continue to do that in the upcoming years. The first one is Power Transition, a concept which Professor Nye describes as being encountered only in state-to-state relationships. Transition of power moves from Western to Eastern countries.  Across history, the rise of a leading state denoted the uplift of a crisis situation. The rise Athens, for instance, led to the emergence of the Peloponnesian wars, Germany’s ascent led to the First World War and nowadays, China’s increasing influence can be threatening for the stability of our world. 
Nevertheless, the recovery of Asia will not create a conflict in the world.  According to Nye’s predictions, America’s power will not weaken, but it would rather go through a process of relative decline when compared with other state. A distinctive issue between the two states, reiterated by Joseph Nye, is the use soft power. While American values are spread worldwide not from the government but from its civil society, Chinese soft power is lagging behind due to the imposed activities by its authoritative government. As Professor Nye puts it, “China will not develop its own soft power until it will relax internally”.
The second phenomenon is Power Diffusion, a notion that involves both state and non-state actors. Such a concept has evolved due to the evolution of technological and socio-economic factors. For instance, the information revolution has made it accessible for more participants to enter the stage, thus having significant political effect. The recent organization of protests in Egypt would not have been possible, Nye argues, without the use of technological aids such as twitter or facebook.  Cyberpower has become a reality against which there is no protection: “how can you deter when you do not know who did it?” is a question for which Prof. Nye has yet to come up with an answer. Consequently, transnational relations should no longer have a chaotic distribution of power, but should instead create networks of power based on cooperation.
Having presented the two different concepts, the pathway for the upcoming years in international relations would be to make use of a combination of the two phenomena. This leaves states with a choice: “to get the outcomes you want, either by power over others or by power with others”. And it is by the latter choice that Prof. Nye argues international actors should take action.
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