Task 16 – Summary statements
Task 16a – Listening and Reading – Panel Discussion on National Policies and human rights - 40th Meeting 28th Regular Session of Human Rights Council
To be done BEFORE Wednesday 20 May.
You should listening to the moderator of the Panel, RYTIS PAULAUSKAS, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the United Nations Office at Geneva, and
the contributions by two speakers: VITIT MUNTARBHORN, Professor of Law and former Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council, Thailand and GIUSEPPE NESI, Professor, Director of the Faculty of Law, University of Trento, Italy
View the video at: 

http://webtv.un.org/search/panel-discussion-on-national-policies-and-human-rights-40th-meeting-28th-regular-session-of-human-rights-council/4121481021001 
You can find the press release for the session at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15726&LangID=E 
You should listen to all three speeches and then read the statements/briefings below to get an idea of what a summary statement/briefing statement is. To make your life easier, I have cut and paste the statements from the press release and indicated the times of each contribution in the video.
Statement by the Moderator (Time 12:20 – 16:33)
RYTIS PAULAUSKAS, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the United Nations Office and other international organizations at Geneva and Moderator of the Panel, said that the debate on the issue of national policies and human rights was timeless.  Since the signing of the United Nations Charter in 1945, there had been agreement that there was no peace without development, no development without peace, and neither peace nor development without human rights.  Mr. Paulaskas hoped that today representatives of Member States, experts, as well as representatives of non-governmental organizations would discuss the best practices for national policies to improve human rights.  Human rights were the core pillar of all activities.  Mr. Paulaskas posed three strategic questions to all panellists:  how to translate human rights obligations into real and effective change; what were the most effective mechanisms to do so, and how was the impact of the policy to be measured; and how to strengthen regional and sub-regional cooperation through comparative processes of the promotion and protection of human rights. 

VITIT MUNTARBHORN (Time 41:22), Professor of Law and former Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights Council, Thailand, said that in less open settings, the promotion and protection of human rights was quite difficult with regard to civil and political rights, but usually there was room for improvement on economic, social and cultural rights; this was particularly the case for the rights of vulnerable groups, such as women and children.  United Nations actions needed to reach not only governmental agents and institutions, but also those of civil society.  Human rights mainstreaming depended on eight entry points: good laws, policies and plans, practices and case verdict enforcement, good mechanisms and personnel, resources, good information and monitoring, good education and capacity building, and good participation and networking between various stakeholders.  Noting an example of Thailand, Mr. Muntarbhorn said that the first human rights plan was in essence very good, but lacked in coordination and monitoring; this had been addressed in the second human rights plan, as was human rights monitoring.  The second plan also targeted the Ministry of Defence, which had direct relevance on the situation of human rights.  

RYTIS PAULAUSKAS, (TIME 51:15) Permanent Representative of Lithuania to the United Nations Office at Geneva and panel moderator, asked Mr. Nesi about how the Italian Inter-Ministerial Committee for Human Rights meaningfully addressed the human rights situation in the country and how it related to the United Nations agencies and bodies on key human rights issues.  

GIUSEPPE NESI, Professor, Director of the Faculty of Law, University of Trento, Italy, said that the issue of integration of human rights into national policies had been the subject of discussions in recent years; however States did not always ensure this integration.  Over the past 18 months, the Italian Inter-Ministerial Committee for Human Rights had strengthened its role as a key pillar in the implementation of human rights in Italy and the integration of human rights in national policies, and had become the focal point for any part of the Government.  Ten ministries were represented in the Committee, together with relevant public institutions, including local authorities.  The Committee was in charge of preparing periodic and ad hoc reports to human rights treaty bodies, and to ensure the implementation of the conventions that Italy was party to.  The Committee considered most sensitive human rights issues, including illegal migration and the rights of migrants, the fight against discrimination, including against Roma and Sinti communities, the administration of justice, counterterrorism, and the protection of the most vulnerable.  It was clear that the Committee had a crucial role in influencing and contributing to the integration of human rights in national policies in Italy, but it did not replace what could be done by the national human rights institution. - See more at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=15726&LangID=E#sthash.aQS9sd6n.dpuf
Task 16b – Listening, Note Taking and Writing
During class on Monday 18 May you should get into groups of 3. You will each be given the (different) names of 2 of the students in the English for International Communication course. You will need to remember who these are to be able to do this part of the task.

You are an intern working for the United Nations. You have to prepare statements for a Press Release on the Panel Session which will be held on 20 May 2015 at the School of International Studies. During the Panel Session you should listen and take notes of what ‘your’ representativeS said.  You should then write your two summary statements. Together with the other two members of your group you should prepare a press release which starts with a brief overview of the whole discussion, including the moderator’s introduction and background to the discussion followed by the statements for each of the speakers. 
. 

Your group has to produce a single press release with a jointly written introduction and background section and the edited statements. For the statements, you should read and edit (if necessary) the statements of the other group members in order to come up with a final press release which you will send to me by Monday 25 May.

While this is obviously different to the listening and writing part of the exam in format, the skills necessary are similar in so far as you have to listen and identify the key points. What is different is that rather than list the key points you have to write them into a paragraph. Nonetheless, this task should be good practice for the exam.

I will correct your press releases and you can either come and pick them up (write for a appointment as a group) OR I can scan them and send them to you by email.

