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TASK 2
Please do the worksheet and bring it with you to the lab (MULTIMEDIA LAB 1) on Tuesday 11October 13.00 (NOT 13.30) 

Collocation Worksheet - 1
Collocation refers to the relationship between words which commonly occur together in English. As there are often several synonyms (See Exercise 3) or near synonyms (see exercise 2) in English, choosing the appropriate collocate is a skill which may come naturally/intuitively to the L1 speaker, but can cause great uncertainty in the L2 learner. Indeed, even advanced learners often make unacceptable collocations (See Exercise 10). To have a clear idea of the kinds of relationships which fall under the name of collocation, try doing the exercises below. The exercises get progressively more difficult.
Exercise 1. 

Antonymy 

Give the opposites of the words written in italics which collocate with the given noun.

1. a light bag
………………………
4.
a hard exam
………………………

2. a light wind
………………………
5.
a hard chair 
………………………

3. light blue
………………………
6.
a hard journey
………………………

7.
a poor family 
………………………
8.
rough skin
………………………

9.
a poor exam
………………………
10.
rough sea
………………………

11.
Poor John!
………………………
12.
rough calculation
………………………

In the following pairs of phrases the words in italics have the same antonym, what is it?

13.
a mild curry / a cold meal
………………………

14.
ugly house / awful song 
………………………

15.
long journey / tall man
………………………
Exercise 2.

Choose words from the list to complete the sentences. You will need certain words more than once, and some words you will not need at all. Invent a sentence for the word(s) not used.


travel

cruise

trip

voyage

journey

tour

excursion
expedition
holiday
crossing
drive


flight


1. We went on a sightseeing ……………………… of London.

2. We’re going on a day ………………… to the country.

3. The return ……………………… from Spain took 35 hours.

4. We won the raffle and the prize was a 2-week  …………………. along the coast of Turkey and round the Greek islands. It’s a pity I suffered so much from seasickness on the …………………………. from Dover to Calais that I caught the first …………………. back from Paris and decided to spend my …………………… in England.

5. At the moment he’s away on a business ……………….

6. We had a great holiday in Scotland but the ………………….. home was horrendous: traffic jams virtually all the way.

7. The Titanic sunk on its maiden ……………………… from Liverpool to New York.

8. He took me out for a …………………… in his new sports car but it rained and I got absolutely drenched and ended up with flu! It’s a ……………….. I won’t forget in a long time .

Exercise 3. Choosing the right word

Complete the following sentences (taken from the Internet) with an appropriate form of one of the words listed below. Each word is used once only.

1. This very …………………………………. party dress is for Bitty Baby and medium size baby dolls.

2. I think we can all agree that there's no one as beautiful as a pregnant woman, her belly voluptuous with the miracle of life, her face ………………………………….with the expectation of motherhood. Why, she positively glows.
3. The blue water of Mohansic Lake …………………………………. sits amid the green rolling countryside of northern Westchester.

4.  Re Angie and Brad on honeymoon with kids: your comments.
they all look so …………………………………. together! 

5. She’s simply …………………………………. I mean drop dead …………………………………. I’d kill to look like that.

6. I trail blazed, goggle-eyed, into the largely overlooked and …………………………………. beautiful canyon regions of Humahuaca right down to Southern Patagonia.

7.  All rooms have been ………………………………… decorated and retain the original Georgian and Victorian features commonly found in the houses of Great Pulteney Street. 

8.  She was …………………………………. beautiful every head in the room turned as she walked past.

9. You couldn’t call her beautiful, but there was definitely something …………………………………. about her.
10. There's nothing like yet another …………………………………. Hollywood face to the rescue of the underdog to bring us to the theater in droves, and Jackman fits the role of handsome Hollywood hero, to a tee.
11. Although almost 75 she was still a very …………………………………. Woman.

12. Ever hear a girl complain about how "all the ………………………………….guys are gay?"

pretty


cute


beautiful

stunningly

radiant


exquisitely

good-looking

breathtakingly

handsome

attractive

picturesquely

gorgeous

Exercise 4. Non-adjacent collocations

Collocations do not necessarily have to be adjacent, they can be separated by several words, or even sentences. Below is an example of a text where collocational relationships occur even though several words separate them.
Read the text and underline any strong collocational pairs. The first two sentences are done for you.

Ryanair recommends that all passengers check-in for their flight two hours prior to scheduled departure. Check-in desks at London Stansted Airport and Palermo Airport (Sicily) close 40 minutes prior to scheduled departure. 

We reserve the right to cancel your reservation and to deny you boarding without refund if you do not comply with the Check-in Regulations.

You should be at the boarding gate at least 30 minutes prior to departure. Boarding closes 10 minutes prior to flight departure time and passengers arriving late to the boarding gate will not be accepted for travel. 

All monies paid (including taxes, fees and charges) are Non-Refundable - except in circumstances where Ryanair cancels a flight.

A tip

When recording vocabulary in your notebooks you should try either to put the word in a sentence using one or more collocates, or list the collocates next to the word. For example when writing down ‘apply/application’ you could write:

‘application – collocates: to make, submit an application 

my application succeeded/was approved/was rejected

I applied successfully for the job.’

Exercise 5 Adverb+ adjective matching ( Exs 5, 6, and 7) adapted from Lewis , M & Hill J. 1999, LTP Dictionary of Selected Collocations – Exercises and Activities from the Classroom and Lewis, M., 2000, Teaching Collocation. Both Hove:LTP )

Some adverb + adjective collocations are often fairly strong. Match each adverb in the list on the left with an adjective from the list on the right and then complete the sentences with one of the expressions.

1.  delicately

a.  associated with

2.  closely

b.  balanced

3.  enthusiastically
c.  chosen

4.  highly

d.  mistaken

5.  carefully

e.  overcrowded

6.  ideally

f.  qualified

7.  badly

g.  received

8.  dangerously

h.  situated

1. The election is very ……………………………………….. at the moment. Either party could win.

2. The new production of ‘Hamlet’ was …………………………………. by the first night audience.

3. She’s too ……………………………….. for the job – we don’t want someone with a degree.

4. The house is ………………………………., ten minutes from the sea, and ten minutes to the mountains.

5. If you think I’m going to agree to that, you’re ……………………………………………..

6. The disco was already ……………………………………………. when the fire started.

7. His words were ………………………………… to ensure they appealed to different sections of the audience.

8. The President has been ………………………………….with the idea from the start, so he’s very anxious that it is a success.

Exercise 6 Odd Verb Out
Circle the verb in each line which does NOT collocate with the noun.

1.  accept, act on, disregard, follow, ignore, ask, solicit, take


ADVICE

2.  come up with, expect, get, tell, require, provide, submit



ANSWERS

3.  Build up, close down, set up, wind down, build down, take over, wind up
A BUSINESS

4.  deal with, ignore, answer to, examine, ignore, reject, respond to, file

A COMPLAINT

5.  accept, answer, come in for, give rise to, make, reject



CRITICISM

6.  endure, do, enjoy, have, share, undergo, live, benefit from


AN EXPERIENCE

7.  seek, be sacked from, give up, lose, search for, take on, work


A JOB

8.  approve, draw up, finalise, project, implement,  propose, set up, outline
A PLAN

9.  let down, make, put in, reject, put forward, submit, rebut, turn down

AN APPLICATION

10.apply, bring down, expect, rise, improve, lower, meet, comply with

STANDARDS

Exercise 7 Antonyms (yet again)

1. You can fire or ………………. employees.

2. We thought that crossing the Kalahari would be a fairly dangerous journey, but it turned out to be quite …………………..

3. Are you the sort of person that follows or ………………………….. instructions?

4. You can either tighten your grip on a situation or ………………………………… it.

5. I had a car accident last week. There was only ………………………. damage where I ran into the car in front, but substantial damage at the back where a lorry ran into me!

6. I’m going to make a proposal at the meeting, if it’s accepted I may be in for promotion, but if it’s …………………………………. I might lose my job!

7. The President formerly opened the meeting with a speech welcoming all the guests, however he had already left before the meeting………………………….. and left it to the Vice President to make the closing speech.

Exercise 8 
In the following sentences, all authentic examples taken from the internet, you will find some of the collocations you found in the previous exercise. This time you have been provided with the adverb and have to provide the appropriate verb. Normally adverbs (other than adverbs of frequency) do not come between subject and verb. Most of the verbs are stative verbs and as such, the adverb frequently appears in this position. The verbs are listed below. Try to fill in the blanks. 

1. By repealing large parts of the Child Poverty Act 2010, including the income-based child poverty targets, the UK government has signalled that it does not see child poverty and the incomes of poor families as priorities. That is fundamentally wrong. With the introduction of this new legislation, the Scottish government is sending the message, in the strongest possible terms, that we profoundly ………………..” Nicola Sturgeon, Scottish First Minister 20.07.2016 
2. I very much …………………………………… the serious intentions of the noble Lord, Lord Joffe, and the care that he has taken with the Bill to try to limit any possible damage. I should also like to say to the Select Committee, as a person who was not a member of it, how valuable the report was. It was a model of clarity and helpfulness. (Bishop of Oxford’s comments on Lord Joffe’s Assisted dying Bill, House of Lords) 

3. Irrespective of this process, and independently of this process of leaving the European Union, we want to also continue to foster our relations on the economic field, and in the political field, because this is after all in our mutual interests. Germany and Britain have always co-operated very closely within the European Union, and I very much ……………………… that this is the spirit with which we will continue to pursue those negotiations. Angela Merkel 20.07.16 during UK Prime Minister’s first official visit to Berlin
4.  On successfully interviewing for a job: Be confident, but be truthful. I readily …………………… the experience or knowledge I don’t have – but I show that I am willing to learn. Also, more broadly, show that you have actually researched the organization – so many people don’t do this and it’s clear they have answered the same questions, the same way, in all their interviews. From online blog by Malaika How to build a career at the U.N. (InternationalNGOjobs.com) 27.07.16.
5.  I helped create Donald Trump the politician. Now I bitterly ……………………. it Headline in the Guardian 21.03.16 Article by Christopher R Barron
6. As painful as this week has been, I firmly …………………. America is not as divided as [some people claim]... There is sorrow. There is anger. There is confusion about next steps. But there is unity in recognizing this is not how we want our communities to operate. This is not who we want to be as Americans." U.S. President Barack Obama speaks at his final NATO summit, in Warsaw, Poland, on July 9, 2016
7. Minister Bennett, I would respectfully ……………………… that you know as much about the anxieties of the poor as I do about your business. Because how making a fortune off of a fleet of minimum wage workers to peddle Big Macs to the people of Newfoundland and Labrador makes someone qualified to make decisions concerning the public good of this provinc e is something I fully do not understand . Open letter to Canadian Minister of Finance (and fast food entrepreneur) Cathy Bennet, published in The Independent
8. Jeannie Waudby’s debut novel [One of Us ] is exciting and impossible to put down, with action and even a little romance present on each page and I can honestly say that I’d thoroughly …………….. it. (Guardian Book Review 21.03.16)
9. I hugely …………………………………. the work that magistrates do and the care with which they consider cases. However, at the back of my mind is the knowledge that, if I were accused of a crime that I did not commit, I would have more faith in a jury, because it is made up of 12 ordinary men and women, who are not in any way case hardened. (From a debate on the Criminal Justice Bill – House of Commons) 

10. The book also contains lots of exercises, with answers at the back of the book, so I strongly ………………………………….. you to do these to reinforce the teaching in class. If the exercises raise problems bring them to the tutorial. (From the course description of ‘Foundations of English Grammar’ at UCL. 
11.  I wholeheartedly ……………………………… with the person who said mental health problems come from the transiency and insecurity of youth society, and I would add that not only are we transient, but we are disposable. Perhaps one feeds the other. Comment from an online debate hosted by “The Guardian” newspaper entitled: Is today's generation of young people in crisis? 
12.   This debate won't change a thing...there are two types of voters in this election those that vote on facts and those that vote on feel. I highly ………………………….. this debate is going to sway anyone from the feel to the fact or the fact to the feel camp. Mel Robbins, CNN legal analyst – reactions to the first Clinton-Trump debate
13. I’ve been through a lot of election cycles don’t remember Truman (though I was alive during his presidency) and I vaguely ……………………… Eisenhower as president, not as candidate. The first election I remember is Kennedy’s. I was nine. I remember how excited the nuns were back in 1960 — with a Catholic running for president. The sisters still wore their black habits back then, and were not allowed to adorn them in any way. But every nun at my parochial school wore a Kennedy campaign button pinned to her (usually enormous) bosom. And every election after that — LBJ, Nixon (2), Carter, Reagan (2), Bush, Clinton (2), W. (2), Barack Obama (2).  So this is the FIFTEENTH election for me. I am no novice. But I am still shocked. Nancy Roman in her blog on the Huffington Post 22.08.20

remember
believe

disagree
agree

respect
admit

admire
regret

suggest
advise

hope   

doubt

recommend

Exercise 9. Verb adverb collocations 

Rewrite the following sentences providing an appropriate noun or verb phrase and inserting an appropriate adverb (of degree or viewpoint) either before or after the verb to intensify your feelings.

Example: I believe in ………..    I personally believe in Karma, but not destiny (e.g. from the internet)

Be prepared to defend your views in class.

1. I agree that …………………………….. should not be allowed in any civilised society.

2. I admire people who …………………………………..

3. Although most people might not agree, I believe that …………………………………….

4. An academic paper I can recommend is ……………………………………………………..

5. One person I respect is ……………………………………………………….

6. I regret (not) ……………………………………… during my undergraduate course.

7. I admit that I am ………………………………….. 

8. I remember …………………………………….when I was at school

9. I hope that …………………………………………..

10. I disagree that…………………………………………..

11. I suggest you …………………………………………………… if you don’t want everyone to hate you.

12. I advise you to ………………………………………………….if you want to pass your English exam. 

Adapted from ‘Word Games’, photocopiable exercises for the Oxford Collocations Dictionary for Students of English – promotional material. No date.
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