ENGLISH FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION

2016-2017
Task 1 
 

This year we will be focusing in the main, in my classes, on speaking skills. During our first lesson you will all be asked to speak for just 1 minute on any idea of your choice which will make the world a better place. Your first task, then, is to simply think what would be, in your opinIon, a good way to enhance everyday life on this planet. You should be aiming to convince the rest of the class of the feasibility of your idea. If you want to listen to some ideas you should go to:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/series/forum60sec 
 

I am not particularly fond of memorised speeches. If you feel insecure, it is better to speak from bullet points or even a transcripts rather than from memory. The idea is to get you to speak convincingly and naturally. Stress (of the phonological kind) and intonation are the focus, as are the choice of words and phrases. Effective speaking is as much about HOW you say things as WHAT you say. 

After you have given your speech, you will have to defend your idea with your classmates. Depending on how many people come to the class, these discussions will last 2-3 minutes. If there are only a few people, the discussions will last longer!!!

Your speeches and the defence of your idea will be recorded as a basis for work in lesson 2. I will either give the MP3 files to you immediately after the lesson or send them to you. You will then have to write a transcript of your speech as your second homework. Please bring your memory stick with you if you want me to transfer the files after the lesson.

Please do not be too worried about this first task, it is for me to get an idea of YOUR individual starting point. I will be assessing you – but only for my own records. This will NOT be part of your overall assessment!!!

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY – I will be giving you a mark on such things as fluency, pronunciation (including stress and intonation), organisation of arguments, timing, and also (but of minor importance at the moment) language accuracy and lexical range.

PLEASE DO NOT WORRY ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PART – IT IS JUST A POINT OF REFERENCE FOR YOUR LEVEL AT THE START OF THE COURSE.

 

